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TRANSPERTH — BUS FLEET — JOONDALUP 
Grievance 

MS E. HAMILTON (Joondalup) [9.53 am]: My grievance today is to the Minister for Transport. When I was 
doorknocking earlier this year, local residents in Edgewater raised concerns with me about the contract that the 
Public Transport Authority had recently signed with Volvo for the delivery of 900 diesel buses into Perth’s bus 
transport fleet over the next decade. Residents were concerned about both the diesel buses that would be delivered 
and the long time frame for which the contract was awarded. Residents questioned why the PTA had not moved 
to cleaner transport options, when we know that technologies such as hybrid and electrical vehicles are being 
adopted. The contract is good news for the Malaga-based company Volgren, which will fit out the new fleet of 
buses for Volvo. Eighty Volgren jobs will be secured as part of the contract, with an additional 80 jobs in the 
supply chain, which connects more than 140 businesses, many of which are small businesses. Under the contract, 
I understand that an average of 90 buses will be delivered by Volvo every year for at least 10 years, with an option to 
extend the contract for another five years. However, this means that there will be around 900 buses on Perth roads 
that will be producing greenhouse gases and pollution. I note that the contract will supply Volvo’s Euro 6 emissions 
standard diesel power buses, which have been proven both internationally and in the Australian market to set the 
industry standard for fuel efficiency, driveability and lifestyle costs. However, I come back to the concerns of 
residents in my electorate. They have asked why cleaner transport options were not made use of by the PTA when 
there is so much development of newer technologies. 
I raised this matter with the minister back in April and the response my office received was, and I quote — 

The new Bus Supply Agreement includes provisions for the introduction of alternative powered vehicles 
into the public transport bus network when the technology supports the widespread implementation across 
the network. 

From that response, one can surmise that current technology is perhaps not suitable for the bus transport fleet. 
However, the minister went on to say — 

… the Government is also currently looking at some specific initiatives for electric vehicles within the 
Transperth fleet. 

On behalf of my constituents who are environmentally aware, I request that the minister continues to investigate 
the viability of electric buses, because we all know that they would benefit our environment by reducing Australia’s 
rising carbon emissions. But we also know that there has been a move to look to alternative technologies, both 
by individuals, in a commercial capacity and, of course, within the public transport network. I ask the minister: 
are there any current plans to transition public transport vehicles to electric vehicles; and, if and when suitable 
technology and suppliers are found, are there plans to more broadly transition all government fleet vehicles? 
My electorate includes a mixture of local residents, workers, students and visitors who live, work, study, use 
businesses and recreate in the City of Joondalup. Many of them use the excellent public transport services we have 
in the area, including the rail line, which will be extended through to Yanchep as part of Metronet. They also utilise 
the free CAT bus services. Three CAT bus services operate in Joondalup on weekdays, moving people to important 
locations in the Joondalup city centre. The buses are based above the Joondalup train station, which is where the 
Transperth buses operate from. There are three routes that take passengers to and from Joondalup train station, 
through Lakeside shopping centre and to Edith Cowan University’s student village, North Metropolitan TAFE’s 
Joondalup campus, the WA Police Academy, Joondalup Civic Centre, Joondalup Health Campus, Joondalup 
law courts and the small businesses that add to the character of Joondalup. I want to see electric vehicles being 
used in Joondalup. 

I ask the minister whether we would be able to look at having a trial in Joondalup of electric technology in buses. 
I suggest that the current CAT buses in Joondalup would provide an ideal opportunity to trial this mode of 
transport. There is capacity at Joondalup station to house a charging station. The CAT bus loops in Joondalup are 
relatively short in nature, which would allow frequent recharging opportunities. I am sure that many in the electorate, 
as well as visiting users, would be pleased to see electric CAT buses being used. There has been great support for 
the RAC electric Intellibus, which in three years has had more than 19 630 people register to ride it. Such a trial 
would be a fantastic investment in the Joondalup city centre and would complement the state government’s plans 
to increase density in strategic locations like the city centre. It would add to the transport needs of our community, 
and Joondalup would then become a leader in the electronic technologies used in our public transport system. 

Slightly to one side of the grievance I am raising this morning, I also take the opportunity to express my intention 
to pursue whether it would be possible to extend the Joondalup CAT bus routes in the future to the Winton Road 
business park. This would connect small and medium-sized businesses with residents who are visiting or living in 
the Joondalup city centre. This issue has been raised with me and I will continue to communicate with the minister. 
I understand that the PTA, the City of Joondalup and Edith Cowan University all contribute to the cost of running 
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this service. I look forward to beginning conversations about how the service could be expanded in the future. 
However, given that there are no plans for this extension of the route at the moment, I will return to the content of 
my grievance. 

I ask the minister to give consideration to a trial in Joondalup of electric CAT buses and I look forward to hearing 
her thoughts. 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [9.58 am]: I thank the member for Joondalup for her 
grievance and for her passion for her community in raising such issues with me both outside and inside the 
Parliament. First of all, the member raised the issue of having an expanded Joondalup CAT service. I will take that 
on board. As the member said, the Joondalup CAT service is jointly funded by a number of different parties, including 
the state government and the local government in that area. I think we should have that broader discussion with all 
key parties about connecting the business community and also what else we can do to identify funds to potentially 
expand the CAT service in that area.  

In relation to the Volvo contract, as the member rightly said, the buses will be very efficient in the use of technology 
and in reducing emissions. The contract will secure local jobs in Malaga and the Western Australian community. 
The buses will be locally assembled, and that will secure hundreds of jobs in the community. Therefore, it was 
with great pride that we recently signed that contract. 

The bus supply agreement includes a pathway to safety, and the responsible introduction of alternative power vehicles 
into the public transport bus network. The contract includes options to look at other types of technology and other 
types of fuel or power for the vehicles. As the member would be aware, the Public Transport Authority has a long 
history of testing alternative fuels. Therefore, we want to make sure that this bus contract includes the option of 
exploring alternative power vehicles. The contract also includes bus designs that incorporate mandatory disability 
standards for accessible public transport, as well as passenger comfort features and other modern technology. 

The member for Joondalup said that she has been doorknocking and talking to some of the local constituents, and 
they are keen to see what we are doing in exploring new technologies. In April, following the March 2019 
announcement of the new bus supply contract, the member wrote to me about what can be done to trial new types 
of CAT bus services and different types of buses. Therefore, following that announcement, and some feedback 
from the member, we asked the PTA to look at specific initiatives for electric vehicles across the community, 
including potential trials for electric vehicles. In August this year, I met with the PTA and Volvo Buses Australia 
to discuss alternative technologies and Volvo’s experience with electric buses in other jurisdictions around the 
world. The advice I received was that this technology is still relatively new. I know a lot of people talk about how 
this technology is being used elsewhere. However, there are particular challenges in Western Australia that we 
want to make sure we address. That includes power requirements, in particular the air conditioning need, and the 
weight of the batteries and its impact on the power requirements and the space inside the bus. These are some of 
the challenges that we are trying to address. Volvo also provided a detailed technology road map as part of its 
recent bus supply tender submission, which outlines its capability and experience with other key partners around 
the world. The deployment of battery electric buses in the operating environment and climatic conditions of 
Western Australia is being considered. However, we are doing that in the proper way, because of both the heat in 
Western Australia and the distances travelled by our buses compared with those in other places. 

As the member outlined, a closed network such as the Joondalup CAT service could be a potential trial facility. The 
Joondalup CAT service is a short five-kilometre circuit through the local business area and around Edith Cowan 
University, starting and finishing at the Joondalup train interchange. I agree that this would be a very good model 
to use for the trial. As I said, it is a closed circuit, with access to government-owned interchanges. It has very good 
potential. I have asked the PTA to include the Joondalup area in its investigations of an electric bus trial. A number 
of factors have been considered. Western Power has been invited to talk to the PTA in the coming weeks, or maybe 
this week, about how the Western Power electricity supply will feed into the trial. We are also talking to Volvo 
about the availability of buses for the trial. The Joondalup electric bus trial is an exciting initiative. We are going 
through the feasibility at the moment, looking at accessing the buses, and looking at working with Western Power 
about the supply of the charging point. This trial is very much welcomed. It is a great initiative. I thank the member 
for her patience on this issue, and for raising it with me back in April, and also for identifying that Joondalup will 
be a great place for the trial. The head of Volvo is very keen to be involved. Volvo is rolling out technology around 
the world, and looking at the key factors in the areas in which it is operating to make sure that its product meets 
those requirements. As I have said, we have some challenges across the network, in particular heat and distance, 
but they can all be dealt with through a proper strategy. A trial in Joondalup is a great idea and something that we 
are looking at. We are undertaking the feasibility, and we will make some further announcements very soon. 
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